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This column is dedicated to profiling interesting people within the ITG membership who bring something special to the trum-
pet world. If you have suggestions for this column, please contact: George Carpten, iv; profile@trumpetguild.org

LUKE SPENCE 
Dr. Luke Spence enjoys a multi-faceted career as a performer, educator, and arts leader. He has been on the faculty at the 

suny Potsdam Crane School of Music since . With two full-time trumpet professors and roughly forty students, Crane 
is proud to have one of the nation’s largest undergraduate-only trumpet programs. While in Potsdam, Spence serves as co-prin-
cipal trumpet of the Orchestra of Northern New York and performs with the Potsdam Brass Quintet. Spence is also an active 
orchestral freelancer, member of Anima Brass, and performing artist for S.E. Shires Co. and Denis Wick Products. 

Praised by Fanfare Magazine for his “great artistry,” labeled “exquisite” by the ITG Journal, and hailed “a true expert in phras-
ing” by the NACWPI Journal, Spence is known 
for his impact on the genre of vocal transcrip-
tions. His debut solo album, 20th Century Art 
Songs, has been celebrated for its unique 
approach and emphasis on repertoire seldom 
explored by instrumentalists. In , the 
album was honored as a finalist for The Ameri-
can Prize. 

Spence is particularly passionate about cham-
ber music for its intimacy and versatility. His 
group, Anima Brass, can be heard playing the 
music of celebrated post-minimalist composer 
Kali Malone on her  album titled All Life 
Long. Upon its release, the album was named 
Pitchfork’s “Best New Album” and The Guardian’s 

“Album of the Week,” was featured on npr’s “All 
Songs Considered,” and rose to the No.  spot 
on Billboard’s Classical Crossover chart. Critics 
have called Anima’s contributions “enthralling” 
and said the album will leave them in “a state of 
transcendental bliss.” Recently, Anima joined 
Kali Malone at Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall 
for a sold-out performance of All Life Long. The 
concert was reviewed by The New Yorker’s Alex 
Ross, who praised the performers for their “cool 
precision and expressive warmth.” 

A firm believer that music has the power to be 
an agent of social change, Spence is a leader and 
fierce advocate for diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion. He serves as the general manager and 
founding member of the board of directors for the Interna-
tional Pride Orchestra, a non-profit charity orchestra that 
brings together lgbtqia+ musicians from around the world 
to present concerts, celebrate community, and raise funds for 
lgbtqia+ causes. He also serves as co-chair of ITG’s Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion Committee. 

Spence is a native of Ellicott City, Maryland. He earned his 
Doctor of Musical Arts and Master of Music degrees at the 
University of Maryland, where he studied with Chris Gekker. 
Spence also holds a Bachelor of Music degree with a minor 
in musicology from the Oberlin Conservatory of Music, 
where he studied with Roy Poper and was the recipient of the 
 James Stamp Award.

Trumpets 
B-flat: S.E. Shires traz 
C: Bach  with Larson leadpipe 
E-flat: Schilke el 
Piccolo: Schilke p-4 
Cornet: S.E. Shires cna 

Mouthpieces 
Denis Wick .c Ultra 
Denis Wick b (cornet)
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