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Lesson Observed: senior trumpet/music education major
Professor: Dr. Luke Spence

Date: Thursday, January 29, 2026

11:00: This was the first lesson of the spring semester with senior music education

major, Caiden Cook. Dr. Spence opened the lesson by asking Caiden what his goals

for the semester were. Caiden responded with:

o

Prepare for a level B (not a requirement for his major) to provide him with
something to work towards and to help him stay engaged.

Learn how to prepare for grad school auditions, with a goal of starting that
preparation after graduation while working as a public-school teacher.
Reconstruct and solidify his multiple tonguing technique.

Dr. Spence articulated that Caiden’s goals should serve as his framework for
the semester, and that Caiden should be the “keeper of his goals”.

11:07: Dr. Spence asked Caiden what he would like to work on first in the lesson.

Caiden noted that he was looking for a new solo- something different that would

expand his horizons and fill in any genre gaps in his repertoire. After some discussion

they decided to choose a Russian piece, and Dr. Spence offered several suggestions.

Caiden’s homework was to listen to them and choose one.

11:20: Dr. Spence shifted gears to run through some excerpts:

o

o

They discussed the need for Caiden to get a C trumpet from Samson.

They briefly touched on transposition, discussing challenges and covering a
few strategies to improve the skill.

Excerpt #1 (Carmen): Dr. Spence guided Caiden towards identifying range
challenges, and they worked through solutions. Dr. Spence demonstrated
how to adjust the third valve slide with false fingering to extend the
instrument’s range, and Caiden followed suit.

Excerpt #2 (Pictures at an Exhibition): Caiden played through this excerpt, and
Dr. Spence asked him to reflect on his performance and identify areas of
improvement. Following Caiden’s lead, they broke down the excerpt with a
focus on articulation and pitch. Dr. Spence discussed the connection between
body movement, breath, and sound, and introduced several practice
strategies to improve Caiden’s intonation.



Overall, Caiden and Dr. Spence shared a comfortable and supportive rapport that
contributed to a productive lesson. Caiden was encouraged to participate in decision
making related to repertoire selection and the overall direction of the lesson. With Dr.
Spence’s guidance, Caiden actively engaged in discovery learning across all aspects of
the lesson.

Respectfully submitted,
HJXL»( Mhedton_

Heather Wheeler
Associate Professor: Functional Keyboard
Crane School of Music, SUNY Potsdam



