
Trumpet Studio 

MUCS 420-430 

 

Spring 2026 Syllabus 

Instructor: Dr. Luke Spence (he/him/his) 

Email: spencelj@potsdam.edu 

Office: Schuette A108 

Office hours: By appointment  

Studio Time: Wednesdays 3:00-3:50pm C224 

 

 

Course Objectives: Through private lessons and studio classes, students will train in the following 

performance-related areas: fundamentals/technique, solo repertoire, etudes, orchestral and band 

excerpts, chamber music, transposition, and sight reading. Students will also become familiar with 

various trumpet and brass methods through exposure to different pedagogical schools and literature. 

Through performing, lectures, guest speakers, discussions, assigned readings, and written projects, 

students will learn what it means to be an informed and well-rounded musician. Additional topics to be 

explored include trumpet/music history, music theory, performance practice, recital and audition 

preparation, musicianship skills, entrepreneurship, resume/CV writing, performance anxiety 

management, and wellness.  

 

 

Course Materials: Students will receive a “Crane Trumpet Studio Materials” Google Drive link containing 

PDF copies of the required course materials. Additional materials may be uploaded to the drive, emailed, 

or handed out in person throughout the semester. These Google Drive materials are for educational 

purposes only and may not be printed or shared under any circumstance. Students are expected to 

have access to these materials for every lesson, studio class, and practice session. Failure to do so will be 

reflected in the student’s participation grade. If students do not have regular access to a laptop or tablet, 

they are strongly encouraged to purchase hard copies of the following materials:  

 

 

Method Books:  

●​ Jean-Baptiste Arban “Complete Conservatory Method for Trumpet” (ed. Goldman and Smith, or 

Vizzutti and Jacobs)  

●​ Herbert L. Clarke “Technical Studies for the Cornet”  

●​ Chris Gekker: 

○​ “Slow Practice” 

○​  “Articulation Studies”  

○​ “Endurance Drills for Performance Skills” 

●​  Bai Lin “Lip Flexibilities”  

●​ Max Schlossberg “Daily Drills and Technical Studies” 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1OhmeiDP6mJpohim6Tgt2Zo3bcv4UFAC1?usp=sharing


●​  Richard Shuebruk: 

○​ “Complete Lip Trainers for Trumpet” 

○​ “Complete Tongue Trainers for Trumpet” 

●​ James Stamp “Warm Ups + Studies” 

●​ James Thompson “The Buzzing Book” 

●​ Laurie Frink “Flexus”  

●​ David Zauder “Trumpet Embouchure Studies” 

●​ *Raquel Samayoa “Dueling Fundamentals” 

●​ *Wiff Rudd “Collaborative Practice Concepts” 

●​ *Andy Kozar “Response” 

* denotes materials not available on the Crane Studio Google Drive​  

 

Etude Books: 

●​ Oskar Boehme “24 Melodic Studies” 

●​ Marco Bordogni (ed. Clark and O’Loughlin) “Melodious Etudes for Trumpet” 

●​ Narcisse Bousquet “36 Celebrated Studies for the Cornet”  

●​ Vassily Brandt “34 Studies for Trumpet”  

●​ Théo Charlier “36 Etudes Transcendantes” 

●​ Giuseppe Concone (trans. Sawyer) “Lyrical Studies for Trumpet”    

●​ Ernst Paudert “24 Studies for Trumpet” 

●​ Max Pottag “Preparatory Melodies to Solo Work” 

●​ Marcel Bitsch “20 Etudes”  

 

 

Auxiliary Instruments : Crane-owned instruments such as C, Eb, and piccolo trumpets, cornets, and 

flugelhorns may be lent out as needed for recitals and performing ensembles. In order to receive an 

auxiliary instrument, you must send a request in writing to both myself and Dr. Keach. Once you have 

our approval, you must send an email to Mr. Flancbaum (flancbsm@potsdam.edu) requesting the 

instrument and cc both of us. If we are not cc’d in the email, you will not receive an instrument. 

Additionally, it is imperative that these instruments be treated with the utmost care:  

 

●​ Valves and slides must be properly and regularly lubricated.  

●​ Instruments must be safely stored in their cases after use to avoid unwanted damage. 

●​ Cases must be free from trash (this includes straws used for pedagogical reasons!) and other 

debris.  

 

Failure to properly care for auxiliary instruments (and mouthpieces) will result in borrowing privileges 

being taken away. You may not swap lent instruments with other students. In the event that something 

happens to the instrument, you will be held liable for any damage or replacement fees.  

 

 



Studio/Lesson Attendance. Participation, and Preparation: Students are required to attend all weekly 

lessons and studio classes. Students must have access to all course materials during studio classes, 

lessons, and practice sessions. Students are required to perform regularly in studio class and provide 

constructive verbal feedback for their colleagues. Students are expected to be warmed-up and ready to 

play prior to the beginning of each lesson and studio class; please plan accordingly. Students must be 

practiced and prepared for all lessons and studio classes.  

 

 

Studio Performances: Studio class performances will occur on predetermined dates. Students may view 

their studio performance dates using this link. In order to ensure proper preparation, students must 

confirm their studio class repertoire with Dr. Spence at least one week prior to performing. If you need to 

switch your studio performance date for any reason, find someone to switch with and let me know via 

email at least one week prior.  

 

 

Lesson Scheduling and Rescheduling: Lesson times are set at the beginning of each semester via sign-up 

sheet located on Dr. Spence’s studio door. Occasional virtual lessons may be requested and will be 

confirmed on a case-by-case basis. Lessons may only be rescheduled with permission from Dr. Spence, 

provided that there is at least one week's notice. Students may swap lesson times with one another as 

long as Dr. Spence is notified at least 24 hours in advance. Lessons will be made up at the student’s 

convenience if the instructor finds it necessary to cancel. 

 

 

Absences: Any unexcused absences for lessons or studio classes will automatically result in a drop of 

one full letter grade. Excused absences must be approved by the instructor at least one week prior to 

the assigned lesson or studio time. Any absence requests made within one week of the class will 

automatically be denied. Exceptions will of course be made for extenuating circumstances such as family, 

physical, or mental health emergencies. 

 

 

Communication: When it comes to your practicing, participation, attendance, and scheduling 

requirements, please know that I am flexible within reason. If you are struggling, feeling overwhelmed, 

or overworked, please communicate this to me. I am happy to work together to find a solution to help 

you achieve your potential. My door is always open and you can email me at any time. I will always 

respond without judgment and with empathy. Please keep all written and verbal communication 

professional and respectful.  

 

 

Studio Cross-Collaborations: The first studio class of each month will be a joint class with Dr. Keach. Each 

student must take 1 lesson each semester with Dr. Keach. This “studio swap” (date TBD) will occur 

instead of one with Dr. Spence. Students are expected to debrief and summarize with Dr. Spence in their 

https://sunypotsdam-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/personal/spencelj_potsdam_edu/Documents/Trumpet%20Studio%20Schedule.xlsx?d=wfd76acf9ea274b7aa19abe9298efcb67&csf=1&web=1&e=VrPdUP


following lesson. Dr. Keach will provide feedback and a grade to me regarding the lesson. The same level 

of preparation and respect is expected for this studio cross-collaboration. 

 

 

Recording: Students may choose to record their own lessons and studio classes for their own private 

learning and study purposes only. However, students do not have permission to upload or share these 

recordings online or with others.  

 

 

Practicing: All students are expected to practice a minimum of 1.5 hours per day, and no more than four 

hours per day. Too little or too much practice will result in unpreparedness or fatigue/injury, respectively. 

Rehearsals, lessons, and performances do not count as individual practice time. Your individual practice 

and progress is 50% of your entire grade for the course.  

 

 

Concert Attendance: It is a priority for you to be a collaborative and supportive musical community 

member. Attendance at brass faculty recitals and all events connected to the trumpet studios is 

mandatory. This includes performances that feature trumpet student recitals, guest artists, and 

masterclasses. These events are worth 10% of the studio course grade. A member of the brass faculty 

will take attendance at every event. In-person attendance is preferred, but in the case that you must 

watch virtually, please reach out prior to the performance. 

 

 

Recitals: For all students performing a recital, it is required that you include at minimum 1 work (for 30 

min) and 2 works (for 60 min) by BIPOC, LGBTQIA+, women, or another minoritized group. 

 

 

Grading: Grades will be broken down based on the following criteria:  

 

Non-recital semesters:  

Jury/Level (10%) 

Attendance and Participation (40%) 

Practice and Progress (50%) 

Recital semesters: 

Attendance and Participation (20%) 

Practice and Progress (40%) 

Recital Performance and Preparation (40% 

 

Appendices 

Accommodative Services: Students who need accommodations to complete the requirements and 

expectations of this course because of a disability should contact the Office of Accommodative Services 

(136 Sisson Hall, (315) 267-2590, oas@potsdam.edu) or complete their request by filling out the New 

Student Accommodation Request Form. Please note that accommodations are generally not provided 

retroactively so timely contact with the Office of Accommodative Services is important. 



Students registered with the Office of Accommodative Services (OAS) should use the Accommodate 

Portal to submit their  “Semester Request” (Letter of Accommodation) every semester. This letter 

informs faculty of potential course access and accommodations that might be necessary and reasonable. 

Further conversation with OAS, faculty, and the student may be warranted to ensure reasonable 

accommodations. 

Counseling Services: As a student at SUNY Potsdam, you may encounter various stressors that can affect 

your learning and academic performance. The College Counseling Center (CCC) offers a range of 

resources to support students in their mental health, social well-being, and overall academic experience. 

Students seeking to speak with a licensed mental health professional can access free services through 

the SUNY Potsdam Counseling Center. To connect with our services, please call 315-267-2330, email 

counseling@potsdam.edu, or visit us at Van Housen 131. 

Disruptive Student Policy: In order to maintain a fair, just, and safe College community environment, 

students are subject to SUNY Potsdam College regulations and are expected to abide by the Potsdam 

Pledge, the SUNY Potsdam Academic Catalog, and the Student Community Rights and Responsibilities 

(the Student Code of Conduct). Anyone who disrupts the academic learning environment (e.g., 

classrooms, labs, office hours, online platforms, emails, or other virtual communications) will be asked to 

leave for the day. Disruptions may include, but are not limited to, interrupting/speaking over other 

people, excessive use of foul or abusive or derogatory language, and repeated getting 

up/leaving/returning behavior. Students who exhibit aggressive/violent behavior in or out of classrooms 

will be asked to immediately leave. Disruptive students may be subject to disciplinary action, potentially 

including administrative removal from the course. 

Food Insecurity: The Prometheus Alumni Food Pantry is in 119 Barrington Student Union. The hours of 

operation can be found on their Facebook page or Get Involved. An Initial Intake is required 3 of all 

visitors. Additionally, if you are living off campus and in need of supplemental food assistance, you may 

be eligible for SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) benefits. To determine eligibility and to 

enroll, you can visit mybenefits.ny.gov or call Maximizing Independent Living Choices (MILC) at 

315-764-9442 x405. The campus has a registered dietician to assist you; you can contact them through 

the Student Health Services student portal on BearPaws. If you have questions on any of these services 

or need further assistance, reach out to the Bear CARE Program. 

Land Acknowledgement: We acknowledge with respect the Mohawk Nation, the Indigenous people on 

whose ancestral lands SUNY Potsdam now stands. We are reminded by our presence here that we have 

the duty to live in harmony with one another and with all of creation. We are deeply grateful to the 

families and communities who care for this beautiful place. Beginning with colonization and continuing 

for centuries the Haudenosaunee Peoples have been dispossessed of most of their ancestral lands by the 

actions of individuals and institutions. We acknowledge our responsibility to understand and respond to 

those actions and to commit to working together to honor our past and build our future with truth. For 

more information on Land Acknowledgements, see Land_Acknowledgement at illuminative.org 



Success Statement: Success in this course depends heavily on your personal health and wellbeing. 

Recognize that stress is an expected part of the college experience, and it often can be compounded by 

unexpected setbacks or life changes outside the classroom. I strongly encourage you to reframe 

challenges as an unavoidable pathway to success. Reflect on your role in taking care of yourself 

throughout the term, before the demands of exams and projects reach their peak. Please feel free to 

reach out to me about any difficulty you may be having that may impact your performance in your 

courses or campus life as soon as it occurs and before it becomes too overwhelming. In addition, I 

strongly encourage you to contact the many other support services on campus that stand ready to assist 

you including the Counseling Center & the Case Manager, Student Health Services, Accommodative 

Services, and your academic advisor. Student Support 

Every student in this class is a valued individual. If you are struggling with issues outside of the 

classroom, please know that there are professionals both on and off campus who can assist you. If you 

need immediate assistance, please contact our campus Counseling Center (with free counseling) at (315) 

267-2330 or visit their website. Links to other resources are provided below: · Title IX Coordinator, Van 

Housen Extension 392, (315) 267-2516, · Bias Incident Reporting · Center for Diversity, 223 Sisson Hall, 

(315) 267-2184 

· University Police, Van Housen Extension, (315) 267-2222 (number for non-emergencies; for an 

emergency please dial 911) · Student Conduct and Community Standards, 208 Barrington Student Union, 

· Reachout (24-hour crisis hotline), (315) 265-2422 

· Renewal House (for victims of domestic violence), SUNY Potsdam Campus Office: Van Housen Extension 

390 (open Wednesdays, 9-5:00), (315) 379-9845 (24-hour crisis hotline), 

Renewalhouse_campus@Verizon.net · Career Services, Lougheed Learning Commons 

And please: if you see something, say something. If you see that someone that you care about is 

struggling, please encourage them to seek help. If they are unwilling to do so, Care Enough to Call has 

guidelines on whom to contact. Everyone has the responsibility of creating a college climate of 

compassion. 

Additional Resources: 

• National Sexual Assault Hotline: 800.656.4673 / online.rainn.org 

• National Domestic Violence Hotline: 800.799.7233 / www.thehotline.org 

• The Trevor Project: 866.488.7386 / www.thetrevorproject.org  

• LGBTQIA Resource Glossary: lgbtqia.ucdavis.edu/educated/glossary 

 

http://online.rainn.org
http://www.thehotline.org
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/
https://lgbtqia.ucdavis.edu/educated/glossary

